Readme File
General

· Please refer to codebooks for variable names, value labels and column widths of variables.

· PC always refers to potential candidate.

· There are 4 release data files:

· Informant – Unit of analysis is the informant.  Multiple PCs are represented in additional columns.

· Informant PC – Unit of analysis is the informant-pc.  Multiple PCs are represented in additional rows.

· Named PC – Unit of analysis is the “named” PC.  Does not include state legislators.

· State Legislators – Unit of analysis is the state legislator.  Does not include named PCs.
· All data is in SPSS 9.0 Format.

· Variable and value labels are readable in SPSS.

Naming conventions
· Depending upon the length of the variable, the first 4 to 6 characters describe the variable.  For instance, “runfutp8” refers to whether the respondent will run in the future or not.  Similarly, “gen3p8” captures the respondent’s prediction of winning the general election within the next 3 to 4 terms.  In addition to the variable name, all variables are also labeled more extensively in the SPSS file.
· The last two letters of the variable generally identifies whether the question was asked of informants or potential candidates, and the year in which the question was asked.  For example, “ptyidp8” refers to the potential candidate’s party identification in 1998, whereas “ptyidi8” refers to the informant’s party identification in 1998.  Similarly “ptyidp0” refers to the potential candidate’s party identification in 2000, and “ptyidi0” refers to the informant’s party identification in 2000.
· Variables that begin with an “n” generally refer to the incumbent.  For example, the variable “nintegp8” refers to the potential candidate’s evaluation of the incumbent’s integrity in 1998.  Similarly, “nstrenp8” captures the potential candidate’s estimate of the incumbent’s strength in 1998.  This rule is, however, not absolute.  For example, the variable “nom98p8” refers to the potential candidate’s likelihood of winning the party nomination in 1998.  

· Variable labels for all variables are included in the SPSS data file.

